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The aim of this study was to assess prevalence rates of types of swelling of skin, sebaceous, sweat 

and mammary glands of dogs examined at the Veterinary Hospital of the Universidade Estadual de 

Londrina/PR in relation to race, gender and age, during the period from January, 2008 to January, 2013. Data 

were obtained from the records of the Pathology Laboratory of the Hospital. We examined the records of 

1906 dogs, of which 712 (37.4%) were mongrel dogs (NDB) and 1394 (73%) females. It was noted that in 

29 (65%) out of the 45 breeds, the average age for the swelling onset was greater than 8 years. We analyzed 

2296 swellings, of which 1978 (86.2%) were diagnosed as neoplastic tumors and 318 (13.8%) non-neoplastic 

tumors. Among the neoplastic tumors, 1259 (63.7%) were of epithelial origin, 592 (29.9%) mesenchymal 

and 73 (3.7%) melanocytic, while in 54 (2.7%) cases the neoplasms source was inconclusive. Regarding 

non-neoplastic, 94 (29.6%) were cysts and 224 (70.4%) inflammatory processes. Of the epithelial tumors, 

1010 (80.2%) were diagnosed in the mammary gland and 789 (78.1%) were malignant. Among 

mesenchymal tumors, 200 (33.8%) were diagnosed as mast cell tumors. Among the melanocytic, 46 (63.0%) 

were melanomas. It was concluded that swellings of the skin and appendages were more frequent in female, 

elderly, mongrel dogs, with higher prevalence of malignant tumors of the mammary gland. The results show 

the importance of preventing swelling of the skin and appendages, as well as early diagnosis, treatment and 

prognosis to improve life quality and longevity of the species. 


